Preliminary Explanations

DIFFERENT RELATIONS BETWEEN WORDS
AND THINGS

1

Ial If things have only a name in common and the ac-
count of the essence corresponding to the name is
different for each, they are called homonymous. Both
man and the painted animal, for instance, are animals
[homonymously]; for these have only a name in com-
mon and the account corresponding to the name is
different. For if someone says what being an animal

5 is for each of them, he will give a different account
for each.

If things have the name in common and also have
the same account of the essence corresponding to
the name, they are called synonymous. Both man
and ox, for instance, are animals synonymously, since
each is called animal, by a common name, and the
account of the essence is the same. For if someone

10 gives an account of each, saying what being an animal
is for each of them, he will give the same account.

Things that are called what they are by having a
name from something with a different inflexion are
called paronymous; for example, the grammarian is

15 50 called from grammar, and the brave person
from bravery.

DivisioN -OF THINGS SAID
2

Among things said, some involve combination, while
‘othiers are without combination. Things involving
nbination are, e.g., man runs, man wins; things
without combination are, e.g., man, 0x, run, wins.

od from Aristotle, Selections, translated and edited
#nce. Irwin and Gail Fine (Indianapolis: Hackett
ompany, 1995), by permission of the publisher.
ckets within the text indicates insertions not
‘the: manuscript. Headings are those of the trans-

- Categoi‘ies

DivisioN oF BEINGS ACCORDING TO THEIR
DIFFERENT RELATIONS TO A SUBJECT

Among beings some are said of a subject but are not 20,
in any subject; man, e.g, is said of a subject, an
individual man, but is not in any subject. Some are
in a subject, but are not said of any subject. (By ‘in
a subject’ I mean what belongs in something, not as
a part, and cannot exist separately from what it is in.) 25
An individual [instance of] grammatical knowledge,
for example, is in a subject, the soul, but is not said
of any subject; and an individual [instance of] white
is in a subject, the body (for all color is in body), but
is not said of any subject. Some things are both said
of a subject and in a subject; knowledge, e.g., isin a
subject, the soul, and is said of a subject; grammatical
knowledge. Some things are neither in a subject nor
said of a subject. This is true, for instance, of an
individual man or horse; for nothing of this sort is
either in a subject or said of a subject.

Things that are individual and numerically one
are, without exception, not said of any subject; but
nothing prevents some of them from being in a sub-
ject; for an individual [instance of] grammatical
knowledge is one of the things in a subject.

Tue DIFFERENT RELATIONS TO THE SUBJECT
ExprLAN WHEN TRANSITIVE PREDICATIONS
ARE LEGITIMATE

3

Whenever one thing is predicated of another as of a
subject, everything said of what is predicated is also
said of the subject. Man, e.g., is predicated of an
individual man, and animal of man; so animal will
also be predicated of an individual man; for an indi-
vidual man is both man and animal.

Genera which are different and not subordinate to
one another have differentiae that are different in
species—e.g., the differentiae of animal and of knowl-
edge. For footed, winged, aquatic, and biped are dif-
ferentiae of animal, but none of them is a differentia

180




egories

owledge; for one sort of knowledge is not differ-
tiated from another by being biped. But if one
tis is subordinate to another, nothing prevents
em from having the same differentiae; for the higher
nera are predicated of those below them, so that
e subject will also have all the dlfferentlae of the
¢ predicated.

EIR

>ut are not 20 ueRE ARE TEN KinDs oF Brings

ubject, an

Some are
:ct. (By ‘in
ing, not as ings said without combination, each signifies
1at it is in.) 25 - substance or quantity or quality or relative or
mowledge, re or when or being in a position or having or
is not said g:on or being affected. To speak in outline,
¢ of] white mples of substance are man, horse; of quantity:
body), but o feet long, three feet long; of quality: white, gram-
e both said atical; of relative: double, half, larger; of where: in
eg,isina b . he Lyceum, in the market place; of when: yesterday,
rammatical st year; of being in a position: is lying; is sitting; of
subject nor ng: has shoes on, has armor on; of acting on:
nce, of an g, burning; of being affected: being cut, be-

burnt.
None of the things just mentioned is said all by
f in any affirmation; an affirmation results from

this sort is 5

rically one

ubject; but combination of these things with one another.
1g in a sub- every afhrmation seems-to be either true or false,
rammatical ereas nothing said. without combination—e.g.
act. an, white, runs, wins—is either true or false.
JBJECT

ONS Substance

IMARY AND SECONDARY SUBSTANCE

sther as of a 10
;ated is also
cated of an
animal will
for an indi- I5

1t is called substance most fully, primarily, and
st of all, is what is neither said of any subject nor
y subject—e.g., an individual man or horse. The
ies in which the things primarily called sub-
fices belong are called secondary substances, and
are their genera. An individual man, e.g., belongs
the species, man, and animal is the genus of the
cies; these things, then, e.g. man and animal, are
led secondary substances.

bordinate to
different in
nd of knowl-
iped are dif-
a differentia

" the other things are either said of these as sub]ects
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THINGS SAID OF A
SUBJECT AND THINGS IN A SUBJECT

Itis evident from what has been said that if something

is said of a subject, then both its name and its account 20
must be predicated of the subject. For instance, man

is said of a subject, an individual man, and the name

is predicated (since you will predicate man of an
individual man); moreover, the account of man will
also be predicated of an individual man (since an 25
individual man is also a man). And so both the name
and the account will be predicated of the subject.

On the other hand, if something is in a subject, in
most cases neither its name nor its account is predi-
cated of the subject. In somé cases, however, though
nothing prevents the name from being predicated of 30
the subject, the account still cannot be predieated.
White, e.g., is in a subject, bedy, and is predlcated of
body (for body is said to be white); but the account of
white will never be predicated of body.

How OTHER THINGS DEPEND ON
PriMARY SUBSTANCES

All other things are either said of - the P mary sub— 35
stances as subjects, or are in them as subjects. ThlS
is evident if we examine particular cases. Animal,
e.g., is predicated of man, and so‘also of ar individizal
man; for if it is not predicated of any individual man, 25
neither is it predicated of man at all Again, colour
is in body, and so also in an individual body; for if
it is not in any of the particular boches nelther s it
in body at all.
Hence all the other things are elther said of the
primary substances as subjects; of ‘are in them as 5
subjects. If, then, the primary substances did not exist,
neither could any of the other things ‘exist. For all

or are in these as subjécts, :
substances did not exist, neither could any of the
other thmgs exist. : ‘

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SECONDARY SUBSTANCES

Among secondary substances, the species is more a
substance than the genus, since it is nearer to the
primary substance; for if someone says what the pri-
mary substance is, it will be more informative and 10
more appropriate if he mentions the species than if




_he mentions the genus. It will be more informative,

for instance, to say that an individual man is a man

than to say that he is an animal, since man is more
distinctive of an individual man, while animal is more

" common; and it will be more informative to say that
an individual tree is a tree than that it is a plant.

s Further, the primary substances are subjects for all
the other things, and all the other things are predi-
cated of them or are in them; and this is why they,
most of all, are called substances. But as the primary
substances are related to other things, so also is the

20 species related to the genus; for the species is a subject
for the genus, since the genera are predicated of
the species, whereas the species are not reciprocally
predicated of the genera. And so for this reason too
the species is more a substance than the genus.

Among species themselves, however—those that
are not génera——one is no more a substance than
another; for it is no more appropriate to say that an

55 individual man is a man than it is to say that an

individual horse is a horse. And similarly, among

primary substances one is no more a substance than
another; for an individual man is no more a substance
than an individual ox is.

WHY SECONDARY SUBSTANCES ARE.SUBSTANCES

It is not surprising that, after the primary substances,
30 only their species and genera are said to be secondary
substances; for they are the only things predicated
that reveal the primary substance. For if one says what
an individual man is, it will be appropriate to mention
the species or the genus, though it will be more
informative to mention man than animal. But it
35 would be inappropriate to mention anything else—

is not surprising that species and genera are the only
other things said to be substances.
Further, it is because the primary substances are
_ subjects for everything else that they are said to be
34 substances most fully. But as the primary substances
are related to everything else, so also are the species
and genera of primary substances related to all the
other things; for all the other things are predicated
of thern. For you will call an individual man grammat-
5 ical, and hence you will call both man and animal
grammatical; and the same is true in the other cases.

e.g. white or runs or any other such thing. Hence it

No SusTANCE Is IN A SUBJECT

A feature common to every substance is not being i
a subject; for a primary substance is neither said ¢
nor in a subject. In this same way, it is evident the
neither are secondary substances in a subject; for ma
is said of a subject—an individual man —but is nof
in a subject, since man is not in an individual man
Similarly, animal is said of a subject—an individu
man — but animal is not in an individual man.

Further, while things in a subject may sometimes
have their name predicated of the subject, their ac-
count can never be predicated of it. Secondary sub-
stances, on the other hand, have both their accoun
and their name predicated of the subject; for you wil
predicate both the account of man and the account
of animal, of an individual man. Hence no substance
is in a subject. :

This, however, is not distinctive of substance; the -
differentia is not in a subject either. For footed and
biped are said of a subject —man —but are not in a
subject, since neither footed nor biped is in man:
Again, the account of the differentia is predicated of
whatever subject the differentia is said of; if footed is
said of man, e.g., the account of footed will also be
predicated of man, since man is footed.

. We need not be worried that we will ever be com-
pelled to say that the parts of substances, being in a3
subject (the whole substance), are not substances. For
when we spoke of things in a subject, we did not
mean things belonging in something as parts.

PREDICATION FROM A SUBSTANCE Is
SYNONYMOUS

It s a feature of substances and differentiae that every-
thing called from them is so called synonymously.
For all the predications from these are predicated 3
either of the individuals or of the species. (For there
is no predication from a primary substance —since it
is not said of any subject—and among secondary
substances the species is predicated of an individual,
and the genus is predicated both of the species and
of an individual. Similarly, differentiae are also predi-
cated both of the species and of the individuals.) Now
the primary substances receive the account both
of the species and of the genera, and the species
receives the account of the genus; for whatever is said
of what is predicated will also be said of the subject.




ISTOTLE

; both the species and the individuals receive
unt of the differentiae; and we saw that synon-

Et belr'xg o things are those that both have the name in’
er said of S
vident that 10 on and also have the same account. H‘enc'e
} , g called from substances and. differentiae is
ct; for man )
but is not :synonymously.
dual man,
individual VERY SUBSTANCE Is A THis
man. 15 ubstance seems to signify a this. In the case
sometimes mary substances, it is indisputably true that each
;, their ac- m signifies a this; for what is revealed is an
ndary sub- ual and numerically one. In the case of second-
ir account stances, however, it appears from the character
r you will ‘name that they also signify a this, whenever
€ account 20 speaks of man or animal; but this is not true.
substance er, each signifies a quality; for the subject is not
s the primary substance is, but man and animal
tance; the aid of many things. But it does not simply signify
soted and ality as white does; for white signifies nothing
:notin a r than quality, whereas the species and the genus
»In man. 25 arcate the quality of substance —for they signify
dicated of bstance of a certain quality. One demarcates a
ffooted is ider area with the genus than with the species; for
1L also be peaking of animal one encompasses a wider area .
1 in speaking of man.
r be com- -
g in a 30 STANCES HAvE No CONTRARIES
nces. For .
did not also a feature of substances that nothing is contrary
5. hem. For what could be contrary to a primary
bstance? Nothing is contrary, for instance, to an
dividual man; nor is anything contrary to man or
imal. This is not distinctive of substance, however,
itis also true of many other things—e.g., of quantity,
every- ce nothing is contrary to two feet long, nor to ten,
ously. I to anything else of this kind. One might say that
icated 3 ny is contrary to few, or large to small; but no
ther.e finite quantity is contrary to any other.
ice 1t
wdary
BSTANCE DOEs NoT Apmit oF DEGREES

ubstance does not seem to admit of more or less,
y this I do not mean that one substance is no more
ubstance than another—for we have said that it is;
her, I mean that no substance is said to be more
lesswhatitis. For example, if this substance isa man,
will not be more or less a man either than itself or
1an another. For one man is no more a man than an-
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other, in the way that one white thing is whiter than 44
another, or one beautiful thing is more beautiful
than another. In some cases a thing is called ‘more
or less something than itself—for example, the body
which is white is said to be more white now than it
was before, and the body which is hot is said to be
more or less hot [than it was]. But substance is not s
spoken of in this way; for a man is not said to be
more a man now than before, nor is this said of any
other substance. Thus substance does not admit. of
more or Jess.

SUBSTANCE INDIVIDUALS ARE THE ONLY-ORES
TaaT RecEIvE CONTRARIES

It seems most distinctive of substance that nuiteri- 10
cally one and the same thing is able to receive
contraries. In no other case could one cite something
numerically one that is able to receive contraries. For
example, the color that is numerically one and the
same will not be pale and dark; nor will the action 15
which is riumerically one and the same be bad and
good; and the same is true of anything else that is .
not a substance. But a substance that is numerically
one and the same is able to receive contraries. An'
individual man, for instance, being one and the same,
becomes at one time pale, at another time datk; and 20
hot and cold, and bad and good; nothing of the sort
appears in any other case.

AN ALLEGED COUNTER-EXAMPLE

Someone might object, however, that statements and
beliefs are like this, since the same statement seems
to be both true and false. If, e.g., the statement that 25
someone is seated is true, when he has stood up this
same statement will be false. The same is true of
belief; for if someone were to believe truly that some-
one is seated, he will believe falsely: if he has the
same belief about him when he has stood up.

But even if one were to accept this, even so the
way in which these receive contraries is different. For
in the case of substances, a thing is able to receive 30
contraries by itself changing; for it changed when it
became cold from hot (since it altered), or dark from
pale, or good from bad, and similarly in the other
cases it is able to receive contraries by itself changing.
Statements and beliefs, on the other hand, themselves 35
remain completely unmoved in every way; it is be-
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cause the object [they are about] is moved that the

contrary comes to be about them. For the statement

4b that someone is seated remains the same, but it comes

to be true at one time, and false at another time,

when the object has been moved. The same is true

of belief. Hence at least the way in which substance

is able to receive contraries—by a change in itself —

5 is distinctive of it, if indeed one were to concede that

beliefs and statements are also able to receive con-
traries.

This, however, is not true. For it is not because
they themselves receive something that a statement
and a belief are said to be able to receive contraries,
but because something else has been affected. For it

ARISTOTLE

is because the object is or is not some way that the 1.
statement is said to be true or false—not because .
the statement itself is able to receive contraries; for,
without exception, no statement or belief is moved
by anything. And so, since nothing comes to be in
them, they are not able to receive contraries. But
substance is said to be able to receive contraries,
because it receives them ifself. For it receives sickness ¢
and health, or paleness and darkness; and because it 1
iself receives each thing of this sort, it is said to be |
able to receive contraries.

Hence it is distinctive of substance that numerically
orie and the same thing is able to receive contraries.
So much, then, about substance.




